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MCI Telecommunications Corporation (MCI), by its attorneys,
hereby submits its initial comments in response to the Commis-
sion's Noti lemaki (NPRM) in the above-
captioned proceeding. As petitioner in RM-8012, MCI has actively
participated in the initial phase of this rulemaking, in which
the parties' comments focused primarily on equal access and
LEC-to-CMRS interconnection.

MCI commends the Commission's efforts in the present NPRM to
develop a more extensive record addressing the resale, roaming
and CMRS-to-CMRS interconnection issues which were addressed in
the Notice of Inquiry portion of the initial NPRM. Resale and
interconnection, together with equal access, are core principles
of common carriage. The Commission's experience in wireline
telecommunications services has amply demonstrated the pro-

competitive effect of enforcement of carriers' obligations "to
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furnish...service upon reasonable request' to resellers as
well as to end users -- and "to establish physical connections
with other carriers" when "necessary or desirable in the public

interest." Id. 1In the instant NPRM, the Commission hypothesizes
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that regulatory intervention, in the form of mandatory intercon-
nection, may no longer be necessary to promote competition or to
prevent anticompetitive conduct by carriers with market power.
The Commission' basis for this tentative conclusion is set forth
in para. 36 of the NPRM:
As a result of our recent spectrum auctions, as well as
other developments in the industry, we believe that all
commercial mobile radio services will be provided on a
competitive basis by multiple facilities-based competi-
tors in each license area in the near future....
This bright future has clearly not yet arrived in the broadband
CMRS services (cellular, broadband PCS and SMR/ESMR). Until it
does arrive, the need for regulatory oversight of the intercon-
nection and resale practices of facilities-based carriers with
market power remains largely undiminished.
MCI intends to review the initial comments to be filed by

other interested parties in response to the NPRM, and to submit

reply comments as appropriate.
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